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Abstract
In this research, the researchers used Outdoor Class Learning to overcome the students’ problem in
descriptive writing. It was a Classroom Action Research. The researchers designed the research prob-
lem as:(1) How the process of teaching descriptive writing through Outdoor learning in the classroom
is, and (2) How the Outdoor learning can improve the students’ writing skill. The researchers used
mastery learning to analyze the score and the result in cycle I is 65.1%. It is still under average. So, the
researchers continued the cycle II and the result of students’ score is 75.5%. The result is upper of av-
erage target that is 70 %. Finally, Outdoor class learning is effective in teaching English descriptive
writing. Outdoor class learning is required in teaching writing especially descriptive writing. It can

improve students’ writing skill on descriptive text.
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Introduction

Language is the most important tool in so-
cial communication among people in any society.
Communication is the component of any human in
this world. In this aspect, people adapted English
language as the local language of the world. In
short, English is used as an international commu-
nication in all aspects of life. Therefore, learning
and mastering English for both oral and written
communication have become very important. Eng-
lish is the first foreign language studied in Indone-
sia, so it must be learned by students from Ele-
mentary School up to Universities. Learning Eng-
lish has several reasons. One of the reasons is to
imply that learning a language in this case is as a
means of using it in communicating with others.
So, the Ministry of Education pointed out that
English has to be taught as a compulsory subject
in Indonesia to transfer the knowledge for other
people. For junior high school students, studying
English is nothing new; nonetheless, they typical-
ly struggle with it. English is not the native tongue
of Indonesia, as is well known. It is challenging
for the kids to retain every English word and to
comprehend when someone says it.

The two components of language function
that make up the language abilities required are
oral and written English as a communication me-
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dium. In this instance, writing and reading are
written languages, while speaking and listening
are oral languages. Written language skills, how-
ever, are the hardest.

Four skills are involved in teaching English:
speaking, writing, listening, and reading. One of
the four language skills that junior high school
students need to learn is writing. It contains para-
graphs with functional and monologue content in
the forms of report, narrative, procedure, recount,
and descriptive text. Rahmasari and Rifa’l
(Rahmasari & Rifa’i, 2022) stated that Writing is
a productive skill that requires the ability to ex-
press thoughts, feelings, and imagination. Teach-
ing students writing techniques can help them get
ready to write freely.

There are some texts that need to be mas-
tered, namely report, narrative, procedure, re-
count, and descriptive text.A text that serves to
characterize a certain person, place, or item is
known as a descriptive text. A procedure text
serves to explain a process by listing the steps
involved. A recount text is a type of text that is
meant to be recounted, whether for educational or
recreational purposes. One type of text that serves
to entertain and amuse people is a narrative text.
Finally, the report language describes how things
are in relation to the arrangement of social phe-
nomena in our surroundings.
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Unfortunately, Indonesian students’
have difficulties in studying writing especially
descriptive text. The first problem is the stu-
dents had difficulties in finding the idea to
write. The second problem is the students found
it difficult to organize their ideas. The third
problem is they had low motivation since the
writing activities were not varied and interest-
ing. Based on the researchers’ experience in
teaching English conducted in 7th grade ofJun-
ior High School, the teaching of writing was not
satisfactory. Most of students thought that writ-
ing is so difficult and boring. Besides, the stu-
dents are lack of vocabulary, so the students are
not able to build words into a sentence, and sen-
tences into paragraph. It is related with the
statement from Ardini et al. (Ardini et al.,
2023). They claimed that in order to write cor-
rectly, a writer has to stick to certain roles. In
order to create a coherent sentence structure and
facilitate reader comprehension, writers need to
be proficient in spelling, punctuation, capitaliza-
tion, grammar, and acceptability.

According to explanation above, the
teachers have to find many kinds of media and
strategies to make the students easier to under-
stand the lesson especially writing skill for de-
scriptive text. One of the strategies in teaching
writing descriptive text is outdoor class strategy.
In outdoor class, students will see many kinds
of real object and make them imagine what they
see and make it in good writing. Moreover, the
students will relax and it will make their moti-
vation in writing higher.

The aim of conducting this research is to
improve students’ writing skill on descriptive
text. To support this study, the researchers take
the title of study as follows: “Improving the De-
scriptive Writing Skill through Outdoor Class
Learning”.

Materials and Method
Writing

Ardini et al., (Ardini et al., 2022) stated
that writing is one of students’ way in express-
ing their ideas and feeling in a piece of paper.
Yet it has to be written in a well-constructed
way and following the writing rules. Because of
that, writing becomes one of difficult subjects at
school. Moreover, writing is not the same as
speaking. Although both skills are productive
skills, they share different characteristics.
Nunan (Nunan, 1991) said that one of important
differences between speech and writing is writ-
ing is often decontextualized. It means that
when the writers share their ideas to the reader,

they are often distant in time and place. There-
fore, the writers should think about whether the
readers have the same primary knowledge as
them or not. They should consider what infor-
mation to add and what information to omit in
order to make the readers have the same under-
standing with them.

Descriptive text

According to Priyana (Priyana et al.,
2008), a descriptive text describes the characteris-
tics of an object or person. The text that specifi-
cally explains the type of person or thing men-
tioned, including its good shape, properties, num-
ber, and other details. Its objective is to elucidate
and unveil a specific individual, location, or ob-
ject.

The Generic Structure of Descriptive Text
The structure of descriptive text is as fol-
lows:
1. Identification
It includes identifying the subject of the de-
scription.
2. Description:
It includes a description and explanation of the
item or person, along with a list of its attrib-
utes.

The Language Feature of Descriptive Text

. Using attributive and identifying process.

. Using adjective and classifiers in nominal
group.

. Using Simple Present Tense.

Outdoor Class Learning

Outdoor classroom is a way in learning nat-
urally surrounded by nature. By learning outside
the classroom, it is expected that the students will
feel the enjoyment in learning. If the students can
enjoy the process of learning, they will feel more
motivated. Waite (Waite, 2011) stated that there
are some evidence that enjoyment contribute in
improving the learning process. One of them was
stated by Erk et al. in Waite (Waite, 2011). They
found that words that were stored in positive
emotional context were better remembered than
those in neutral or negative context. That is why
bringing enjoyment in learning process is pretty
essential.In addition, Nurcahyani (Nurcahyani,
2017) stated that the outdoor classroom can im-
prove the atmosphere for learning and add enjoy-
ment to it. For this reason, it is good to use out-
door classroom in teaching English.
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The Steps of Outdoor class Learning in

Teaching Writing on Descriptive Text

1. Greeting the students

2. Explaining about descriptive writing and the
writing activities that the students are going
to do

3. Giving topic about thing in the school and
gives some question about the topic to get
the students’ respond

4. Inviting the students to have outdoor class
learning, the students have class in the
school yard.

5. Finding many words related to the thing that
they see in out of class

6. Asking to the students to write the words
that they have found

7. Giving some questions to the students about
the words that they have written and guided
the students to write the answer into sentenc-
es

8. Asking the students to arrange the sentences
into one simple paragraph (Descriptive para-
graph)

9. Asking to each student to exchange their
works

10. Asking to revise the writing and guide in
revising their writing

11.Asking the students to rewrite their para-
graph

12. Asking to the students to read their para-
graph

13. Asking to submit their writing

14.Reflecting about the teaching process of
writing descriptive. Especially by using out-
door classroom strategy.

The Important of the Outdoor Class learning

At this moment, outdoor class is rarely
used in our education. Almost all teachers in our
country give the lesson just inside class, as a
result, the students are unable to learn the Eng-
lish lesson in an interesting or innovative way.In
addition, when the students are bored, they will
cause trouble by being noisy,ignoring the teach-
er’s explanation, falling asleep or making some
body move. Those disturbances will influence
the students’ ability in learning lesson.

By holding the lesson outside, the stu-
dents will be required to participate in activities
and move their bodies, which will ensure that
nobody remains silent. Students will learn by
doing in this situation. Because they learn and
practice it in a single packet of activities, it can
help them recall information more readily.

Those advantages were proven by Praset-

ya et al. (Prasetya et al., 2020). According to their
research, social studies instruction in an outdoor
classroom can enhance learning, broaden the
scope of the subject matter, and help students un-
derstand more challenging material because it is
relevant to real-world situations and contextual-
ized.Piala et al. (Piala et al., 2021) research also
gives result that the use of outdoor learning strat-
egies can aid in students' comprehension of the
subject matter and inspire a passion for the learn-
ing process. The last, Hadi et al. (Hadi et al.,
2021) also found that the use of the outdoor
learning activities to teach students' descriptive
writing skills canimprove students' writing skills.

Research Method

The research designed used by the research-
ers in conducting this thesis is Classroom Action
Research (CAR). The object of this study was to
describe the real condition and the real situation
where the researchers done this research. Accord-
ing to Kemmis and McTaggart(Kemmis &
McTaggart, 1988)in the book “Action Research
for Improving Practice” definition of Classroom
action research refers to an investigative method
used by participants in social situations to en-
hance the fairness and reasonedness of their own
social or educational practices, as well as their
comprehension of these practices and the con-
texts in which they are implemented.  but ac-
cording to Latief (Latief, 2010) Classroom Ac-
tion Research English instruction was a method
whereby English teachers systematically gather
data, reflect on their work, and make changes to
their classroom practices in order to enhance stu-
dents' learning and support their professional de-
velopment. This study involved planning, imple-
menting, observing, and reflecting on the action
by observing teacher practice, student learning
difficulties, and the classroom learning environ-
ment. The ultimate output of the action research
in the classroom was a written piece that en-
hanced writing skills through the use of outdoor
classroom strategies. Thus, the goal of this study
is to learn, implement, observe, and reflect on the
action by examining students' learning challenges
and the classroom learning environment. The re-
flection's outcome provides input for the plan's
enhancement in the preceding cycle. And a fresh-
ly developed instructional strategy for presenting
writing material is the end result of the final ac-
tion research for writing.

Research Procedure
In this Classroom Action Research, follow-
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ing these steps, the researchers employed the
spiral model:

Identification of the Problem
Test

The process of identifying the issue began
with observing and documenting the method the
English teacher used to deliver the lesson. The
students received an English pre-test and a
questionnaire from the researchers.

Questionnaire

The findings of the researcher's observa-
tion and interview with the teacher regarding
the teaching-learning process indicated that the
process was ineffective because the technique
did not function properly, making it unable to
increase the students' learning motivation and
result in a low writing comprehension score.
The researchers discovered from the question-
naire that the students struggle with motivation,
focus, and peer interaction. When the teacher
went over the material, they got bored. They
want learning to be an engaging and enjoyable
process.

Planning

Based on the identification of the problem
above, the researchersplanned to improve the
students' learning especially on descriptive text
through Outdoor class Learning. The research-
ers prepared the learning instrument, such as
lesson plan, syllabus, teaching media etc. The
researchers prepared some lesson plans about
descriptive text. Researchers also prepared
worksheets. The procedures for teaching writing
using Outdoor Class Learning were prepared by
the researchers and the teacher who taught
them.

Acting

In this part, the researchers started to ap-
ply and to improve the students writing skill
trough Outdoor Class learning suitable with ac-
tion scenario.

Observing

The researchers observed the research by
collecting data. The researchers collected the
data bythemselves and the teacher. The kinds of
data included qualitative and quantitative.

Qualitative Data

For qualitative data, it showed the atti-
tude, interest and creativity of students in learn-
ing English. The data was done by giving some
questionnaire about attention question, interest

question and motivation question of students in
the learning English.

Quantitative Data

Quantitative data performed the result of
previous students’ writing comprehension. The
researchers gave English pre-test for the students.
The test consisted of 20 numbers multiple choic-
es. It was the way to know the students’ compre-
hension, intelligence, and ability on descriptive
text. After the researchers gave English pre-test,
the researchers gave reading material using Out-
door Class Learning.

Reflecting

These reflection activities was used to
know the problem dealing with process and score
that is got from action research in class. Discus-
sion in reflection was done between researchers
and observer. In this reflection if post test score
research showed lower than MML (Minimum
Mastery Level), the cycle should be continued to
the next cycle. And, the researchers re-plan the
research until the post test score was higher than
MML (Minimum Mastery Level) than research
finishing.

Technique of Data Analysis

A non-statistical method was employed by
the researchers to analyze the test data. Both
qualitative and quantitative data types were pre-
sent.

Qualitative data

The researchers wrote all activity of teach-
ing learning which were done by the English
teacher and evaluated the students’ problem in
mastering about writing comprehension from the
questionnaire.

Quantitative Data

The researchers collected the students’ test,
lesson plan and students’ score. To get it, they
analyzed the test and computed the score, which
was obtained the students’. From this formula,
the researchers wanted to know the average score
and the result of improving reading comprehen-
sion by using Outdoor Class learning.

The Average Score (M)

Tx
M= "
The Percentage score (P)
S X100%
P — 4

By knowing the mean score, the researchers
could make the conclusion that using of Outdoor
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Class learning was very important, because it
could increase or improve the students’ compre-
hension in the teaching and learning process espe-
cially in learning descriptive text. By dividing the
students into four groups, the researchers were
able to determine the students' scores in a qualita-
tive manner. They were very good, good, average,
and poor. Its purpose was to assess the pupils' pro-
ficiency in a particular subject, particularly Eng-
lish learning. The following were the four catego-
ries:
Very Good, if the students can mastery almost all
subject master well (91% to 100% or score of
91 -100)
Good, if the students master almost all subject
master (75% to 90% or score 75 — 90)
Average, if the students master the subject master
only (60% to 74% or score 60 — 74)
Poor, if the students master the lesson less than
(70% or score < 70)

Criteria of Success
The researchers made level of success for this

research, they are:

a. If the mean of the post tests research was
higher than MML (Minimum Mastery Level)
70%, so this research was successful.

b. If 70% of the students achieve higher than
MML 70, so this research was successful.

Results and Discussion
Research Finding

The steps that the researchers took during the
classroom research action process were explained
in detail in this section. It covered the planning,
acting, observing, and reflecting action. Two cy-
cles of this research were carried out, and each cy-
cle's stages were described in detail by the re-
searchers.

Identification of the Problem
Qualitative Data

Before the researchers did the research and
applied the teaching method in cycle 1, the re-
searchers did the pre-observation study. To gather
information regarding the teaching and learning
process of writing classes, the researchers conduct-
ed interviews with the seventh-grade English
teacher. It was discovered from the interview that
the teacher had encountered a few issues during
the teaching and learning process.

The researchers interviewed the English teacher
of the first grade to get information about the
teaching learning process of writing class. From
the interview, it was found that there were some
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problems which were faced by the teacher in
the learning process. After the researchers did
the interview with the teacher, the researchers
gave questionnaires to the students. The ques-
tionnaires were used to get the data about the
students’ factual perception in learning Eng-
lish.

Quantitative Data

After giving the questionnaire, the re-
searchers gave English pre-test. The purpose
of the pre-test was to assess the students' profi-
ciency in learning English, particularly in writ-
ing. From the result of the pre-test, the re-
searchers got the data about the students’ writ-
ing comprehension. And the students’ score
has reached yet; they got score that was under
minimum mastery level.

Due to the issue, the researchers made the
decision to use outdoor classroom learning to
address the issue and raise students' writing
comprehension of descriptive texts.

Cycle 1
Planning

Based on the identification of the prob-
lems above, the researchers made a planning
to do classroom action research by using Out-
door class learning for the seventh-grade stu-
dents. The material which has given was about
descriptive text. The researchers also made
syllabus and lesson plan to optimize the stu-
dents’ activities.

Acting

The first cycle's teaching and learning ac-
tivities were covered in this section. Two
meetings made up the study's first cycle. The
first meeting described about introduced Out-
door Class Learning and explanation of mate-
rial. The second meeting is giving post-test.
Every meeting had 60 minutes.

Observing
Qualitative Data

In cycle I, the researchers observed the
classroom record. The condition of the stu-
dents was very crowded. It could be done be-
cause the students still felt confused with the
step of Outdoor Class Learning. It was their
first time to do their assignment using the Out-
door Class learning. But they tried to under-
stand the researchers’ explanation well. They
looked very enjoy to do the assignment with
their pairs. But, they did not have good con-
centration when learning process. They felt
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confused when they find difficult word.

Quantitative Data

In cycle I, the method of teaching and learning
was observed by the researchers. The researchers an-
alyzed the result of the students’ learning achieve-
ment on post test I. It is recognized that the students
received an average of 65.1% on the post-test 1. It
was still out of the target wanted. The target was up-
per 70 %.

Reflecting

Some students may not be actively participating
in the teaching and learning processes. They simply
cracked a joke among themselves. The researchers'
application of outdoor classroom learning was not
yet ready. The students were also unable to fully ab-
sorb the information. Many students struggled with
writing comprehension, particularly when it came to
writing descriptive texts, so they were unable to un-
derstand the text that the researchers provided. Alt-
hough the students' scores seemed to improve in this
cycle, the researchers were not pleased. When the
learning process took place, the researchers aimed to
engage every student. The outcome did not turn out
well. Thus, they proceeded with cycle I1.

Cycle 11
Re-planning

The researchers planned two meetings in cycle
II. First meeting is for explaining the material using
Outdoor Class Learning and second meeting for post-
test. On cycle II, the researchers tried to prepare the
material well. Based on the lesson plans they had cre-
ated prior to beginning this research, the researchers
carried out the action. Simultaneously, the research-
ers set up the success criteria (writing tests) and the
research instruments (descriptive text, the outdoor
class learning step, students' presence, and evaluation
sheet).

Acting

The second cycle's teaching and learning activi-
ties were covered in this section. In cycle II, the re-
searchers made a new planning to do in Classroom
Action Research using the Outdoor Class Learning
for the seventh-grade students on descriptive text.
Two meetings made up the second cycle of this
study. Every meeting lasted for sixty minutes.

Observing
Qualitative Data

In cycle II, the researchers observed the class-
room record. The students began can follow the step
of Outdoor Class Learning. They began can share
their idea in pair. The researchers did not satisfy with
the result because they could not active yet. They

should make practice again. They should study
hard to have good improvement in their vocabu-
lary. It was needed for learning process. They
could not understand the text well.

Quantitative Data

The teaching-learning process was ob-
served by the researchers in cycle II. The find-
ings of the students' post-test II learning
achievement were examined by the researchers.
It is known that the students’ average score in
post test II was 75.5 %.Considering the afore-
mentioned data, the researchers were content.
with the classroom action research which had
done for about 1 month. The result was success-
ful.

Reflecting

Based on the evaluation above, it was con-
cluded that the revision of the outdoor class as
the learning in teaching writing had positive
effect. In Cycle 2, the researchers made an ef-
fort to improve the students' comprehension of
the subject matter. When the students found
some problems concerning content, organiza-
tion and vocabulary, they could correct it direct-
ly. Thus, the students understood whether their
content or vocabulary was correct or wrong.
Moreover, the classroom management could be
handled easily. The implementation of outdoor
class learning in Cycle 2 had improved better
than the previous Cycle. It was proved by the
result of the criteria of success. From the result
Outdoor Class learning was running well and
helping the students to create their ideas about
descriptive text. In Cycle 2 above, the research-
ers considered that the Cycles had to be stopped
because the criteria of success were reached
successfully and satisfying.

Discussion

Cycle I's outcome demonstrated that the
implementation of Outdoor Class Learning
could not run well. During the teaching and
learning process, the researchers discovered a
few issues. First, some students were unable to
participate fully in the teaching and learning
process. It can be show, when the researchers
explained the material there are only some stu-
dents who paid attention during the lesson. Be-
cause they believed the teacher did not notice
them and that only the students seated in the
front received the teacher's attention, some of
the students who were seated in the back talked
among themselves and even made jokes about
one another. Second, there were many students
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who had bad pronunciation. They also had little
vocabularies, so they got difficulties in produced
sentences. Because of those problems, the students
could not comprehend the material well in cycle 1.
it could be proved from the students average score
in cycle I that is still out the target wanted. It was
still the same with the previous score before.

But, in the cycle II, the implementation of
Outdoor Class Learning process could run well.
The problem that the researchers got from cycle I
was little bit less. The students gave their attention
more, because there was a session that needed at-
tention. The students who like chatting in the class
were less. Although it was still a little bit crowded,
many students paid attention when the researchers
give the material. Their pronunciation also got bet-
ter than before, because they did not repeat their
mistakes in cycle I. Moreover, the results of their
description text showed that they had comprehend-
ed the material well. The technique was running
well and helping the students to create their ideas
about descriptive text.

Based on all observations, the mean score of
the students improved from the previous lesson to
cycles I and 11, as observed by the researchers. The
students' mean score from the previous lesson was
only 49.8. In the cycle I, the students average score
is 65.1 so, it is a little bit increase but still out of
target. Then, in the cycle II, the students’ average
score 1s 75.5. Here, t is evident that there has been
a 25.7 improvement in the students' average from
the previous lesson to cycles I and II.

25.7 improvement in the students' average from the
previous lesson to cycles I and II.

Conclusion

Outdoor Class learning success to improve
students’ writing comprehension. Students are bet-
ter able to actively participate in the learning pro-
cess. Outdoor Class learning can increase the stu-
dents’ score in writing comprehension.

Suggestion
The suggestion for the Teacher

Good teacher is a teacher who understands
the students’ willing. Teacher must have capability
to explain the materials clearly. When teaching the
subject especially English, the teacher have to
make it more interesting so the class will alive and
the students will enjoy the teaching and learning
process. Besides, the teacher must have many strat-
egies in teaching with the aim to make the students
able to understand the materials easily. Therefore,
in order to teach English, especially writing skills,
it is advised that teachers use this knowledge as
one of many different teaching strategies because
through this learning, the students is very interest-
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ed and able to enjoy in teaching the writing class.

In this case, the teacher should consider the
students’ interest and suggest that by using the
outdoor class learning will attract and influence
of the students’ motivation in teaching and learn-
ing English especially in writing.

The suggestion for the students

It is anticipated that students will be more
determined to learn English, particularly writing,
because if they do not have good motivation, their
capability about English will never change. Be-
sides, the teacher strategies in teaching, students’
motivation are also important in improving their
English knowledge. So, the students are suggest-
ed to be more active in English class especially in
writing class. They have to practice to write in
English more and more, without afraid of making
mistakes and it will enrich their knowledge. Out-
door class learning can be one of some effective
strategies which can help them to improve their
writing skill especially descriptive text.

The suggestion for the future researchers

The implementation of outdoor class learn-
ing has improved the students’ motivation and
achievement in writing skill of seventh-grade
dents. The future researchers can make the im-
provements in order to make a better research.
The next researchers hoped to be more creative in
using some learning in teaching English. The re-
searchers are also suggested to conduct the same
study on other skill such as listening, speaking,
and reading at other level of students in improv-
ing of teaching English. It is advisable to make
good preparation in planning before carrying out
the research, and using interesting strategy in
teaching and learning English.
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